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February 1, 2015 — Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

Rev. Fr. Bryan W. Jerabek, J.C.L., Parish Administrator 

 
Sunday Mass 

6:00PM Saturday Vigil 

10:00AM Sunday  
 

Daily Mass 

8:30AM Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri 

7:00PM Wed (with novena)  

8:30AM First Saturday 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 

7-8:00AM Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri 
 

Confession 

7-7:45AM Tuesday 

12-12:45PM & 5-5:45PM Saturday 

and upon request 

7921 First Avenue North 

Birmingham, Alabama 35206 
http://barnabascatholic.com 

church@barnabascatholic.com 

205-833-0334 
 

Rev. Msgr. Eugene O’Connor, Pastor Emeritus  
(in residence) 

 

Ms. Alice Carter, Secretary 

Mr. David Renda, Pastoral Care 

Mr. Steve O’Donnell, Maintenance 

Ms. Sandra Hudecz, Housekeeper  

Mr. Tim Tipton & Mr. Isaac Johnson, Organists 

 

St. Barnabas Catholic School (K4-8) 
205-836-5385 – Mr. John Parker, Principal 



Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time – February 1, 2015 – He taught as one having authority.  
 

 

Parish Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday 1/31  Charline Bailey+ 
Sunday 2/1  People of the Parishes 
Monday 2/2  Lee Joseph Bruno+ 
Tuesday 2/3  Betsy Veigl+ 

Wednesday 2/4 None Scheduled 
Thursday 2/5 †             Vincent Renda+ 
Friday 2/6  None Scheduled 
Saturday 2/7 8:30am Stephen Walker+ * 
* Mass Intention transferred from Our Lady of Sorrows 

† School Mass 
 

 
Msgr. O’Connor’s Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday 1/31  Mr. & Mrs. Ben Gregory+ 
Sunday 2/1  John O’Connor+ 
Monday 2/2  Patricia Davidson+ 
Tuesday 2/3  Betsy Veigl+ 
Wednesday 2/4 Fr. Ray Mullins+ 
Thursday 2/5   Vincent Renda+ 
Friday 2/6  Sebastian & Miriam Anderson 

Saturday 2/7 6:00pm Marcy Cutrone+ 

 

 
Sanctuary Lamp – February 2-8 
 

In memory of Mary Elizabeth Tortorici, by Mike 
and Debbie Tortorici. 

 

 
Offertory Collection – January 24/25, 2015 
 

Regular Offertory  $ 2,449.65 
Maintenance Fund  $      85.00 
One Voice (Thank You!) $    183.42 
Benevolent Fund  $        0.00 
Food Pantry   $      40.00 
Seminarian Educ. (Burse Club) $    150.00 

 

 
RCIA – Instruction in the Catholic Faith 
 

Class will meet this week on Thursday, February 
5 at 6:30pm in the Fireside Room. 

NEW!  Feast of St. Blase – Throat Blessing 
 

This Tuesday, February 3, is the Feast of St. 
Blase, bishop and martyr – the day on which 
there is the blessing of throats using blessed 
candles. The blessing will be available in the 
church before Mass, from 8-8:20am (for those 
who may not be able to stay for Mass), and 
then also immediately following Mass. In light 
of the many illnesses going around this winter, 
it might be a good idea to have your throat 
blessed and seek the intercession of St. Blase! 
 

 
Pray for the Sick 
 

Please remember in your prayers: Joyce Martin, 
Leslie Walters, seminarian Jim Handerhan, 
Frances Humphrey, Mary & Audrey Benson 
(Ireland), Chris Fine, Cesarea Villanueva, and all 
those listed in our Long Term Care Book. You 
are welcome to add names to this book, which 
is located by the St. Joseph statue in the church. 
Call the office to add names to this bulletin list.  
 

 
Parish School of Religion 
 

Classes are on Sundays, 8:30 – 9:45am.  
 

 
Msgr. O’Connor’s Bible Study 
 

Class will meet on Monday, February 2 at 
6:30pm and Tuesday, February 3 at 9:30am in 
the Fireside Room. 
 

 
Vocation Crucifix Apostolate 
 

The vocation crucifix and prayer will be passed 
from Theresa Petruzella to Mr. & Mrs. James 
Jacobson on Saturday, and from Jean Rankin & 
Rose Miller to The Hensel Family on Sunday. Be 
sure to return the crucifix at the end of your 
week, to ensure continuity. 



FIRST FRIDAY at Holy Rosary 
 

The monthly First Friday Mass at Holy Rosary 
Church will take place this coming Friday, 
February 6 at 1:30pm, with a Holy Hour to 
follow from 2:00 to 3:00pm. All are invited.  

 

 
FIRST SATURDAY at St. Barnabas 
 

The monthly First Saturday Mass will take place 
on Saturday, February 7 at 8:30am. A Holy Hour 
of Reparation will take place following Mass. All 
are invited; prayer booklets will be provided. 

 

 
FIRST SATURDAY at the Sister Servants 
 

Mother Mary Gabriel and the Sister Servants of 
the Eternal Word invite you to join us for our 
monthly First Saturday Devotions and Lunch on 
February 7. The Sacrament of Confession will 
be available starting at 9:30am. The Rosary will 
begin at 11:00am, followed by a period of silent 
meditation. Father David Zimmer of the 
Diocese of Bismarck will celebrate the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass at 12noon. Lunch will be 
provided. Because this First Saturday falls 
during a retreat, we ask that you RSVP for lunch 
by Thursday, February 5, if possible, by calling 
us at (205) 956-6760. We are located at 3721 
Belmont Road, Birmingham, AL 35210. 

 

 
Strong Men, Strong Faith Evening Conference 
 

Please see the enclosed letter of invitation from 
Bishop Baker concerning the 12th annual 
“Strong Men, Strong Faith” conference. It will 
be held at St. Peter the Apostle Church in 
Hoover on Monday, February 16 from 7:00pm 
to 9:00pm. This will be an excellent way to 
prepare for the season of Lent! The speaker 
this year will be Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers. 
Ladies, please encourage your husbands, 
fathers, and sons to go! For more info go to 
http://strongmenstrongfaith.org, where you 
can also pre-register at a discounted rate. 

NEW!  Parish Pastoral and Finance Councils 
 

The parish Pastoral Council met this past 
Monday, January 26, and discussed some of the 
maintenance issues that need to be addressed 
around the parish. A complete list will be drawn 
up and prioritized, and a plan will be developed 
so that we can begin addressing the many 
repairs and improvements needed around our 
parish campus. If you have any suggestions, 
please let one of the council members know: 
Anne Lorino, Beverly Sullivan, David Renda, 
Debra Burse, James Jacobson, or Jerry Romano. 
Also see the special announcement below.  
 

The parish Finance Council will meet this 
Monday, February 2, and will begin addressing 
the diocesan Audit Report findings concerning 
our parish (involving the improvement of our 
bookkeeping and budgeting procedures). 
Members of this council are James Jacobson, 
Kamal Sahawneh, and Tom Justice; if you have 
any suggestions or concerns, please feel free to 
speak to them or with Fr. Jerabek. 

 
Installation of New Restroom in the Church 
 

As you know, the only restrooms currently on 
the main level of the church are in the 
sacristies, making it inconvenient to use the 
facilities if necessary during Mass, and making 
it also awkward at other times, since one must 
walk up steps and through the Sanctuary to get 
to them. The Parish Council members therefore 
discussed the installation of a new bathroom in 
the entrance area of the church and the idea 
met with great support. We are thus beginning 
the process of soliciting bids from various 
contractors. Once we have a favorable bid, Fr. 
Jerabek will write to Bishop Baker and request 
that our parish Building Fund be placed on “tax 
exempt status” so that we can save more 
effectively for the work to be done. We will also 
withdraw some money from the parish savings 
account. Please remember: regular offertory 
levels are needed to stay at least at current 
levels in order to pay our bills and salaries; any 
funds donated to this special project should be 
“above and beyond” your normal giving level!  



Our Wonderful Catholic Faith 
 

A Cross on the Altar 
 

Why is there a cross on the altar in some 
churches – including ours? Pope Francis spoke 
about it very concisely in his public audience 
on February 5, 2014: 
 

On the altar table there is a cross to indicate 
that on this altar what is offered is the sacrifice 
of Christ. 

 

In fact, the placing of a cross on the altar is 
foreseen in the Church’s liturgical law, found in 
the introduction to the Roman Missal: 
 

Likewise, either on the altar or near it, there is 
to be a cross, with the figure of Christ crucified 
upon it, a cross clearly visible to the assembled 
people. It is desirable that such a cross should 
remain near the altar even outside of liturgical 
celebrations, so as to call to mind for the 
faithful the saving Passion of the Lord. (# 308) 

 

Obviously, liturgical law leaves room for 
alternative practices, and so we don’t see the 
crucifix on the altar in every Catholic church we 
visit – and that’s perfectly fine. Even still, the 
altar cross has been more frequently seen since 
the papacy of Benedict XVI. The Papal Master of 
Ceremonies, Msgr. Guido Marini, explains why 
it might be better to have the cross in the 
center, on the altar, and indeed, why Benedict 
XVI promoted this practice, of which Pope 
Francis evidently also approves: 
 

The centrality of the crucifix in the celebration 
of divine worship was more evident in the past, 
when the normative custom was that both 
priests and faithful would turn and face the 
crucifix during the eucharistic celebration. The 
cross was placed in the center above the altar, 
which in turn was attached to the wall, 
according to the norm. For the present custom 
of celebrating the Eucharist “facing the 
people,” often the crucifix is located to the side 
of the altar, thus losing its central position. 

 

Then-theologian and Cardinal, Joseph 
Ratzinger, many times had underscored that, 
even during the celebration “facing the 
people,” the crucifix should maintain its 
central position, and that it would be 
impossible to think that the depiction of the 

Crucified Lord – which expresses his Sacrifice 
and therefore the most important significance 
of the Eucharist – could be in some way a 
source of disturbance. Having become Pope, 
Benedict XVI, in the preface to the first volume 
of his [Collected Works], said that he was 
happy about the fact that the proposal he had 
advanced in his celebrated essay, The Spirit of 
the Liturgy, was making headway. That 
proposal consisted in the suggestion that: 
“Where a direct common turning toward the 
east is not possible, the cross can serve as the 
interior ‘east’ of faith. It should stand in the 
middle of the altar and be the common point of 
focus for both priest and praying community.” 

 

It is important that we have Christ’s crucifixion 
present in our minds during Holy Mass, and 
meditate on it especially during the Eucharistic 
Prayer, during which time his same sacrifice is 
re-presented to us sacramentally. But our 
minds are weak, and we are easily distracted. 
Thank God, then, that our faith permits us also 
to make use of beautiful images to help us focus 
during Holy Mass! 
 

— Father Jerabek 
 
 
 

GENERAL PARISH INFORMATION 
 

Baptisms – Contact Father Jerabek, preferably 
during the pregnancy so as to be able to 
schedule the baptism soon after birth. 
 

Weddings – Contact Father Jerabek no less than 
six months in advance to begin preparations. 
 

Parish Registration – Contact the church office. 
 

Knights of Columbus – Mike Sullivan, 680-9088. 
 

Food Pantry – Contact the office to inquire 
about how you can help. 
 

Sanctuary Lamp – This is the candle in the red 
glass globe that burns perpetually near the 
tabernacle, signifying that Christ is present 
there in the Most Blessed Sacrament. It is 
possible to have this candle lighted for a special 
intention. The suggested donation is $5.00 and 
the candle will burn for one week for your 
intention. Contact the office with your request. 



St. Patrick’s Mardi Gras Party 
 

The St. Patrick Conference of the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul invites everyone to come and 
celebrate Mardi Gras with us on Saturday, 
February 14 at 6:00pm. Enjoy delicious red 
beans and rice, heavy hors d’ouevres, king 
cake, adult beverages (cash bar and BYOB), 
dessert, and much more. Dance to music 
provided by Brady Busby or lead the musical 
fun with the featured karaoke machine. Tickets 
are $10 each (adults only please). A non-
perishable canned food donation will also be 
appreciated. There will also be prizes and a 
50/50 raffle. Security will be provided. For 
more info about St. Vincent de Paul at St. 
Patrick’s, visit http://saintpatrickcc.com/SVDP. 
For more info about the Mardi Gras party, 
contact Pat Roden at patroden@yahoo.com. 
 

 
Save the Date – Family Vocations Day 
 

A Family Vocations Day is scheduled for March 
7, 2015 at Our Lady of the Valley Catholic 
Church.  More information will be available in a 
future bulletin or at birminghamvocations.com. 
 

 
Father Jerabek’s Vacation Time 
 

Fr. Jerabek will be away February 11-14 to visit 
family in Florida (including a newborn nephew). 
All schedules at St. Barnabas and Holy Rosary 
will be unaffected.  
 

 
Scripture Readings for Next Sunday – 2/8 
 

1st Reading: Job 7:1-4, 6-7 
Responsorial: Psalm 147:1-6 
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23 
Gospel: Mark 1:29-39 

 

 
FOOD PANTRY    David Renda & Pat Cornelius 
ALTAR/CHURCH Jan Smith & Cathy Eason 
SACRED LINENS Jennie Haynes 

NEW!  Going to the Post Office? 
 

One of our larger office expenses is postage. 
We have tried to reduce the amount of mailing 
that we do over the past several months, but a 
certain amount remains necessary or at least 
difficult to change at present. Here’s an idea: 
please consider dropping a book of stamps in 
the collection basket from time to time! Every 
little bit helps. Thanks! 
 

 
NEW!  Update on Seminarian Jim Handerhan 
 

Several weeks ago we were asked to pray for 
one of our seminarians, Jim Handerhan, who 
had severe pain in his back and a possibly 
serious diagnosis. Since then, his name has 
been on our sick list. Here is a recent update 
from Father Wehner, Rector of the seminary 
that Jim goes to – Notre Dame in New Orleans: 
“Great news! Jim Handerhan received news 
that he does have Mast Cell Disease in his 
spine, but it has not spread into any organs and 
therefore is not life-threatening. He does not 
need any chemo-therapy. The pain he has 
experienced is related to degenerative bone 
which can be corrected with surgery or other 
therapies. He will therefore return this evening 
and then meet with an orthopedic surgeon to 
review options. Jim is grateful for the prayers – 
keep them coming!” 
 

 

 




