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Rev. Fr. Bryan W. Jerabek, J.C.L., Parish Administrator 

 
Sunday Mass 

6:00PM Saturday Vigil 

10:00AM Sunday  
 

Daily Mass 

8:30AM Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri 

7:00PM Wed (with novena)  

8:30AM First Saturday 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 

7-8:00AM Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri 
 

Confession 

7-7:45AM Tuesday 

12-12:45PM & 5-5:45PM Saturday 

and upon request 

7921 First Avenue North 

Birmingham, Alabama 35206 
http://barnabascatholic.com 

church@barnabascatholic.com 

205-833-0334 
 

Rev. Msgr. Eugene O’Connor, Pastor Emeritus  
(in residence) 

 

Ms. Alice Carter, Secretary 

Mr. David Renda, Pastoral Care 

Mr. Steve O’Donnell, Maintenance 

Ms. Sandra Hudecz, Housekeeper  

Mr. Tim Tipton & Mr. Isaac Johnson, Organists 

 

St. Barnabas Catholic School (K4-8) 
205-836-5385 – Mr. John Parker, Principal 



Pentecost Sunday – May 24, 2015 – They were all in one place together. 
 
 

Parish Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday 5/23  Lee Joseph Bruno+ 
Sunday 5/24  People of the Parishes  
Monday 5/25  Msgr. Eugene O’Connor 
Tuesday 5/26  Joseph Vincent Behe, III 
Wednesday 5/27 Fr. Wilfrid’s Intention 
Thursday 5/28    Franciscan’s Intention 

Friday 5/20  Franciscan’s Intention 
Saturday 5/30  Fr. Bede’s Intention                    
 

Fr. Jerabek will return on Friday, June 5. 
 

 
Msgr. O’Connor’s Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday 5/23  Rev. Michael Wrigley+ 
Sunday 5/24  Josephine R. Chwalek+ 
Monday 5/25  Thanksgiving 
Tuesday 5/26  Betsy Veigl+ 
Wednesday 5/27 Michael Sahawneh+ 
Thursday 5/28  Archbishop T.J. Toolen+ 
Friday 5/29  Miriam & Sebastian Anderson 

Saturday 5/30  Rev. Jeffrie Reynolds+ 
 

 
Sanctuary Lamp – May 18 – May 24 
 

For Angie R. Dailey, by David Renda. 
 

 
Offertory Collection – May 16/17, 2015 
 

Regular Offertory  $ 2,554.00 
Maintenance Fund  $    120.00 
Food Pantry   $      65.00 
Benevolent Fund  $      36.00 
St. John Vianney Residence    $ 1,016.00 
 

 
Scripture Readings for Next Sunday – 5/31 
 

1st Reading: Deuteronomy 4:32-34, 39-40 
Responsorial: Psalm 33:4-5, 6, 9, 18-19, 20, 22 
2nd Reading: Romans 8:14-17 
Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20 

Pray for the Sick 
 

Please remember in your prayers: Mandy 
Musso, Michael Bynum, Pat McQueen, John 
Moseley, Rosemary Gagliano, John & Jeanne 
Wright, Josephine C. Gagliano, Leslie Walters, 
Ed Rohling, Jr., Frances Humphrey, Mary & 
Audrey Benson (Ireland), Cesarea Villanueva, 
and all those listed in our Long Term Care Book. 
You are welcome to add names to this book, 
which is located by the St. Joseph statue in the 
church. Call the office to add names to this list.  
 

 
Vocation Crucifix Apostolate 
 

The vocation crucifix will pass from Mr. & Mrs. 
Mike Tortorici & Family to Mr. & Mrs. James 
Jacobson on Saturday and from Theresa & Jane 
Campbell to Jean Rankin & Rose Miller on 
Sunday. 
 

 
FOOD PANTRY    Janice Tyler & Jennie Haynes 
ALTAR/CHURCH M. Lemonis & J. Buchanan 
SACRED LINENS Jean Rankin 
 

 
Youth Work Camp 
 

Plans are under way for this summer’s Youth 
Work Camp, June 22-26. Please speak with 
David Renda if you might like to participate. 
 

 
NEW! Congratulations!! 
 

Congratulations to the Class of 2015 High 
School graduates of the parish: Christopher 
Hensel – Full Life Ahead Program; Mary Helen 
Hensel – John Carroll Catholic High School; 
Daniel Schaefers – Springville High School; 
Spencer Snyder – Wenonah High School; and 
Jerrod Stisher – John Carroll High School. Best 
wishes to all! 



NEW! Memorial Day 
 

The church office will be closed on Monday, 
May 25.  As you enjoy the holiday, please take a 
moment to remember those who sacrificed 
their lives in the service of our nation. 
 

 
Parish Food Pantry – Summer Closure 
 

Wednesday, May 27 is the last open day for our 
Food Pantry until September. We will continue 
to collect food during the summer months and 
we always welcome new volunteers. If you are 
interested in working in the Pantry once a 
month please call the church office. It is easy 
work and also very rewarding!  
 

 
Homeschoolers: Regina Caeli Academy 
 

Regina Caeli Academy is currently accepting 
applications for the 2015-16 academic year for 
our resource center in Birmingham. Please visit 
our website at http://www.rcahybrid.org and 
choose the Apply link to begin your family 
application. Our program serves PreK-3 – 12th 
grade students. Students attend university-style 
classes taught using the Socratic method two 
days per week and are homeschooled the 
remaining days. Regina Caeli provides a highly 
structured environment to support the values 
of the Catholic faith taught in the home. We 
use the Mother of Divine Grace classical 
curriculum. Our mission is family-centered, 
grounded in the Magisterium, and devoted to 
excellence in classical education. For more info, 
please contact Nikki Hand at 470-239-0259. 
 

 
Summer Seminarian 
 

As previously announced, we are preparing to 
welcome seminarian Josh Altonji for 7 weeks, 
starting June 5. I hope that many parishioners 
will invite him for a meal during the course of 
his stay and get to know him. Let’s show him 
our support and hospitality!     — Father Jerabek 

Father Jerabek Vacation/Conference 
 

A final reminder that Father will be away May 
27-June 5. Please pray for safe travels. Thanks! 
 

 
STATUS Scholarship Match – 21% Participation 
 

We are still at a very low level of participation in 
this important fundraiser – less than one 
quarter of parishioners have donated. But we 
still have time: we have until June 20 to reach 
the $15,000 goal that our benefactor will match.  
 

The total raised to date: $6,680. Twenty-seven 
parishioners/families (out of approx. 130) have 
given $2,575 of the total amount.  
 

If you have not yet given please do so as soon 
as possible. No amount is too small or large. 
Please make your check payable to the “Msgr. 
O’Connor Scholarship Fund” and leave it in the 
collection, drop it at the office, or mail it in. 
Thank you! 
 

 
Women’s Health Expo 
 

The “Catholic Women of the Diocese of 
Birmingham” Apostolate is excited to announce 
its first annual Women’s Expo, set for Saturday, 
May 30 at Our Lady of the Valley Church in 
Birmingham, from 8:00am to 4:00pm, with an 
admission fee of $10.  For more information, 
see the website www.bhmcatholicwomen.com, 
or contact Charlotte Ayo at 205-838-8300 or via 
email at cayo@bhmdiocese.org. 
 

 
Priestly Ordination Anniversaries 
 

Our congratulations to Msgr. Paul Rohling and 
Fr. Louis Giardino, both sons of St. Barnabas 
Parish, on their 40th anniversary of priestly 
ordination! (May 24, 1975) 
 

Monsignor O’Connor will celebrate his 61st 
anniversary on June 6. (1954) 
 

Father Jerabek will celebrate his 7th anniversary 
on June 7. (2008) 



Our Wonderful Catholic Faith 
 

The Private Prayers of the Priest – Part I 
 

Did you know that a priest is required to say 
various prayers privately during the Mass? In 
this series of columns I will identify these 
prayers and explain their importance. This 
week we’ll consider the two that are centered 
around the reading of the gospel. 
 

The first prayer occurs during the singing of 
the Gospel Acclamation (alleluia, or Lenten 
verse) – or, if there is no singing, while the 
priest is approaching to read the gospel. 
Usually he says this prayer while bowing 
before the altar.  
 

Cleanse my heart and my lips, Almighty God, that 
I may worthily proclaim your Holy Gospel. 
 

In saying this prayer the priest is reminded of 
the fact that he is about to proclaim the words 
of Christ himself, recorded for us by the Sacred 
Evangelists; in so doing, Jesus is made present 
in our midst (Catechism of the Catholic Church 
# 1373). This prayer, in fact, calls to mind the 
passage from the prophet Isaiah, when the 
prophet realizes his unworthiness to be in the 
presence of God: 
 

“…I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up; and his train filled the temple. Above 
him stood the seraphim; each had six wings: with 
two he covered his face, and with two he covered 
his feet, and with two he flew.... And I said: ‘Woe 
is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean 
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the 
LORD of hosts!’ Then flew one of the seraphim to 
me, having in his hand a burning coal which he 
had taken with tongs from the altar. And he 
touched my mouth, and said: ‘Behold, this has 
touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and 
your sin forgiven.’ And I heard the voice of the 
Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go 
for us?’ Then I said, ‘Here am I! Send me.’…” 
(Isaiah 6:1-8) 
 

The priest thus prays that the Lord will purify 
him and make him a worthy proclaimer of the 
gospel so that it will have a saving effect on 
those who hear it. When all those at Mass cross 
their foreheads, mouths, and hearts before the 
proclamation of the gospel, it would be good to 

pray a similar prayer (silently!): that the Lord 
may purify one’s mind, lips, and heart, so that 
the words of the gospel will take root and be 
fruitful. 
 

After the gospel, the priest is to say another 
prayer. He does this quietly when he kisses the 
lectionary or book of the gospels.  
 

Through the words of the Gospel may our sins be 
wiped away. 
 

The kissing of the book is itself a sign of 
reverence for the Word of God, and this prayer 
expresses the wish that our reverent hearing of 
the Word will bear the fruit of mercy in our 
lives. 
 

This prayer is not isolated, however, as if it had 
no connection with the other parts of the Mass. 
Father Edmund Waldstein, a Cistercian priest, 
wrote that “the contact which we have with the 
Word in the Gospel is a preparation for the 
union which we will have with [Christ] through 
the Sacrament, which is itself a foretaste of the 
union which we will have with Him in the 
Beatific Vision” (https://goo.gl/cvBIKF). This 
prayer thus is a bridge between hearing the 
Word of God proclaimed and then receiving the 
Word of God made flesh in the Most Holy 
Eucharist: to do so worthily, we must first be 
made pure.  
 

Therefore, reflecting on these prayers, we can 
ask ourselves: Do I strive to be pure so that I 
can hear God’s Word with profit and also 
worthily receive him in his Real Presence? Only 
the pure of heart shall see God (cf. Matthew 
5:8): purity of heart is something with which 
we must occupy ourselves earnestly here and 
now. May our good Lord, by means of these 
venerable prayers, help us! 
 

— Father Jerabek 
 

GENERAL PARISH INFORMATION 
 

Baptisms – Contact Father Jerabek, preferably 
during the pregnancy so as to be able to schedule 
the baptism soon after birth. 
 

Weddings – Contact Father Jerabek no less than 
six months in advance to begin preparations. 
 

Parish Registration – Contact the church office. 
 

Knights of Columbus – Mike Sullivan, 680-9088. 


