
St. Barnabas Catholic Church 
January 17, 2016 — Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

 
Sunday Mass 

6:00pm Saturday Vigil 

10:00am Sunday  
 

Daily Mass 

8:30am Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri 

7:00pm Wed (with novena)  

8:30am First Saturday 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 

7:00-8:00am Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri 
 

Confession (Reconciliation/Penance) 

7:15-7:45am Tuesday 

5:00-5:45pm Saturday 

and upon request 
 

Anointing of the Sick 

Speak to a priest to determine if 

now is the right time for this 

sacrament. The Anointing is 

usually preceded by Confession. 

For sacramental emergencies, call 

any time, day or night. 
 

Baptism 

Contact Fr. Jerabek – preferably 

during the pregnancy. 
 

Holy Matrimony 

Contact Fr. Jerabek no less than 

six months in advance to begin 

the preparation process. 
 

Parish Registration 

Speak to an usher or call the office. 

 
 

7921 First Avenue North 
Birmingham, Alabama 35206 

 

http://barnabascatholic.com 
 

church@barnabascatholic.com 
 

205-833-0334 
 

Office Hours: Monday to Friday, 9:00am to 1:00pm 
 

Father Bryan W. Jerabek, J.C.L. 

Pastor 
 

Monsignor Eugene O’Connor, Pastor Emeritus 
Father José Luis Guevara, Priest in Residence 

 

Ms. Alice Carter, Parish Secretary 
Mr. David Renda, Pastoral Care 

Mr. Steve O’Donnell, Maintenance 
Ms. Sandra Hudecz, Housekeeper 

Mr. Tim Tipton & Mr. Frederick Pollman, Organists 
 

St. Barnabas Catholic School (K4-8) 
Mr. John Parker, Principal 

205-836-5385 –  http://stbcsbhm.org 



2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time – January 17, 2016 – Do whatever He tells you. 
 

 
Parish Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday 1/16  Fr. Bede’s Intention 
Sunday 1/17  Fr. Bede’s Intention 
Monday 1/18  * 
Tuesday 1/19  * 
Wednesday 1/20 * 
Thursday 1/21 School Mass   Franciscan’s Intention  
Friday 1/22  * 
Saturday 1/23  Mike Dolan+ 
 

Father Jerabek will offer the weekly Mass “for 
the people of the parishes” during his trip. 
 
 
Monsignor O’Connor’s Mass Intentions  
 

Saturday 1/16  Jacob Klauck+ 
Sunday 1/17  Tom & Fanny Crow 
Monday 1/18  Special Intention (Br. P.) 
Tuesday 1/19  Betsy Veigl+ 
Wednesday 1/20 Mary Klauck+ 
Thursday 1/21  Fr. Don Forsythe+ 
Friday 1/22  Sebastian & Miriam Anderson 
Saturday 1/23  Msgr. Wm. O’Connell+ 
 
 
Offertory Collection – January 9/10, 2016 
 

Regular Offertory  $  2,265.00 
Maintenance Fund  $     209.00 
Benevolent Fund  $         0.00 
Food Pantry   $       20.00 
 
 
Scripture Readings for Next Sunday – 1/24/16 
 

1st Reading: Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10 
Responsorial: Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 15 
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-30 
Gospel: Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21 
 
 
ALTAR/CHURCH Jan Smith  
ALTAR LINENS  Will resume next week. 
PANTRY   Gloria Bundy & Myra Corbett 

Sanctuary Lamp – January 18-24 
 

In honor of Fr. Jerabek by David Renda. 
 
 
Vocation Crucifix Apostolate 
 

The vocation crucifix and prayer will be passed 
from Mr. & Mrs. Frankie Lackey to Natalie 
Barhonovich on Saturday and from Hurlecia 
Maye and Sarah Maye to Jean Rankin and Rose 
Miller on Sunday. 
 
 
Pray for the Sick 
 

Please pray for: Ben Rumore, Fr. Henry 
Thorsen, Theresa Smith, Rosemary Gagliano, 
Thomas (Joe) Faucett, Deborah Muffley, 
Virginia McGrew, Gertrude Sanders, Ann 
Loring, Mr. & Mrs. James E. Jacobson, Pat 
McQueen, Jeanne Wright, Leslie Walters, 
Frances Humphrey, Audrey Benson (Ireland), 
Cesarea Villanueva, and all those listed in our 
Long Term Care Book. You are welcome to add 
names to this book, which is located by the St. 
Joseph statue in the church. Please call the 
office to add names to this list.  
 
 
Grant Eternal Rest, O Lord 
 

We extend our sympathy and prayers to Tom 
Smith & Family of the death of Tom’s brother, 
James “Jim” Smith. 
 
 
Operation Warm-Up 
 

It’s time to gather up any extra blankets, warm 
clothing, hats and glove for Operation Warm-
Up. Volunteers are needed to sort and deliver 
donations after Mass on Sunday, February 7. 
For more information about specific needs or 
where to bring your donations, please speak 
with David Renda. 



NEW! Senior Citizens 
 

The January Senior Citizens’ Mass & Luncheon 
will take place on Thursday, January 21 with 
Mass at noon celebrated by Msgr. O’Connor, 
followed by lunch in the School Cafeteria. This 
month’s menu: barbecue sandwiches, baked 
beans, coleslaw, and dessert. All “seniors” are 
welcome! 
 

 
Church in Latin America – Second Collection 
 

There will be a special collection for the Church 
in Latin America on January 23/24: “Please be 
generous in this collection, and take this 
opportunity to share your faith with families in 
Latin America and the Caribbean.” Bishop Baker 
 

 

NEW! Pancake Breakfast 
 

The Knights of Columbus and Ladies’ Auxiliary 
will be having a pancake breakfast on Sunday, 
January 31, immediately after Mass. Tickets will 
be $5 for individuals, $20 for a family of five. 
Tickets can be purchased from any Auxiliary 
member. We look forward to seeing everyone 
there! 
 

 
Pilgrimage Opportunity 
 

Bishop Robert Baker has designated a Holy 
Door of Mercy at the Shrine of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament (in addition to the one at 
the Cathedral); on Saturday, December 29, 
2015, His Excellency presided over the 
Ceremony for the Entrance and Passing through 
the Holy Door at the Shrine. The Holy Door will 
remain open for the entirety of the 
Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy, which 
concludes on November 20, 2016.All are 
warmly invited to make a pilgrimage to the 
Shrine of the Most Blessed Sacrament and to 
receive the Jubilee Indulgence by passing 
through the Holy Door and fulfilling the other 
requirements of prayers for the Holy Father’s 
intention, Confession, and Holy Communion. 

Annual Stewardship Statements 
 

Those who donated to using offertory envelope 
or loose check during 2015 will receive a 
statement of their annual giving. These will be 
left on the table in the back of the church 
sometime early in January. Those statements 
that are unclaimed after two weeks will be held 
in the office and will be available upon request.  
 

 
Father Jerabek Away 
 

Father will return from his trip on January 22. 
Please pray for safe travels! 
 

 

NEW! Catholic Schools Week 
 

St. Barnabas School will celebrate the beginning 
of Catholic Schools Week on Sunday, January 
31, with school staff and school families 
attending Mass here at St. Barnabas. Please 
make them welcome! Many special activities 
are planned for the week, which will culminate 
on Friday, February 5, with the Ninth Annual 
International Food Festival. Check next week’s 
bulletin for a schedule of activities and more 
information about the festival. 
 

 
School Roof Status 
 

Work has continued – notwithstanding some 
ice that had to be removed during the recent 
cold snap! – and should be completed within 
another week or so. In projects like these there 
are always issues that arise that could not have 
been foreseen; our project has been no 
exception. Even still, as of my writing this, we 
have not exceeded the 5% contingency that we 
put in the budget precisely for this purpose. A 
reminder that the base cost of the project – 
$158,100 – is being paid for via funds raised by 
Fr. Jerabek from benefactors outside the 
parish. The only amount that will come from 
the parish’s Building/Maintenance Fund is the 
contingency, likely not to exceed $8,000. Please 
pray for successful completion!      — Fr. Jerabek 



NEW! Father Jerabek’s Tribunal Appointments 
 

You may have seen in One Voice this past weekend the 
news about my nomination as Judge on the diocesan 
marriage tribunal with a term of three years, and also as 
Defender of the Bond “ad causam” with the same term. 
I thought that some further explanation of these 
positions may be in order. 
 

First of all, the word “tribunal” in Church jargon is 
basically equivalent to “court” in the language of civil 
society. The tribunal is a Church court where, among 
other things, cases are heard concerning the status of 
people’s marriages. Notice that I said “people’s” and not 
“Catholic’s” – the Church can judge the status of any 
marriage when legitimately requested to do so, since 
marriage is an institution created by God himself in the 
beginning – before Christ came, before he founded the 
Church, etc. We hold that any marriage – whether 
between Catholics, non-Catholics, or even the 
unbaptized – is presumed valid until proven otherwise. 
Thus it often happens when a Catholic is wanting to 
marry a non-Catholic who was previously married, the 
annulment or nullity process is initiated for that prior 
marriage (which was between two non-Catholics). If an 
affirmative decision is reached, then the Catholic and 
the non-Catholic are able to get married. The tribunal is 
the place where this process happens. 
 

The Judge is one of the ministers of the tribunal, who is 
responsible for making the above determination. Using 
a rigorous process which has been refined over many 
centuries, he or she collects “proofs” concerning the 
marriage (information or evidence that, taken together, 
can possibly support the claim that the marriage was 
invalid) and weighs them carefully and seriously 
according to the strict procedures that the Church has 
laid out. The judge, in fact, is required to reach “moral 
certitude” about the nullity of the marriage in order to 
issue an affirmative decision (i.e., a decision that says 
that the marriage under investigation was indeed invalid 
or null). “Moral certitude” means that, having considered 
all the facts and also the demands of justice and of both 
divine and Church law, he or she finds that the marriage 
was invalid and, furthermore, there is no reasonable 
argument against such a conclusion. 
 

Most nullity or annulment decisions (which are called 
“sentences” in churchspeak) begin with words such as, 
“In the name of God. Amen.” The judge is required to 
make his decision before God, ultimately answerable to 
him for it. This is a most serious thing, because the 
decision that he makes – which, if not appealed, will 
become binding – will affect the lives of the interested 

parties. For example, if a judge were to declare a 
marriage null which was not in fact such, and the 
parties to the annulment process then entered into new 
relationships, the judge would be held responsible by 
God for their new adulterous union(s).  
 

One final detail about judges, although much more 
could be said: you may have noticed that I said “he or 
she” a couple of times. Judges are ordinarily priests, but 
it is permitted for lay people to be named to this position 
also. Ordinarily (absent certain special permissions 
which are rarely granted anymore), they must have a 
degree in Canon Law from a Church-sponsored 
university. They can never be the sole judge on a case; 
when a lay judge is involved, there have to be three 
judges to handle the case, at least one of which must 
be a priest. When a priest is appointed to judge a case, 
he may do so alone or with two other judges (up to two 
of which can be laypersons). In other words, there are 
either sole judges or groups of three judges that handle 
individual cases in the tribunal. 
 

The Defender of the Bond is another of the ministers 
of the tribunal, who functions as a sort of “devil’s 
advocate” in the annulment process. He or she helps 
the judge to consider matters more thoroughly by 
setting forth arguments in favor of the validity of the 
marriage under study (i.e., why the “bond” of marriage 
is actually there). He or she also helps to ensure that 
the judge follows procedures properly. In sum, his or 
her position is a sort of “check and balance” on the 
process. The Defender of the Bond is usually a cleric 
(priest or deacon), but can also be a layperson or 
religious (recently we had a religious sister as Defender 
of the Bond). In my case, I have been appointed “ad 
causam”, which is a Latin way of saying “on an as-
needed basis” – e.g., when there might be some conflict 
of interest for the regular Defender of the Bond on a 
case, I would function in that role instead.  
 

For the last year and a half that I have worked in the 
tribunal, I have gained experience in these areas, such 
that the Bishop felt that the time had arrived for me to 
receive these formal appointments. This means that my 
tribunal workload will increase – while all of the regular 
workload from the two parishes and school, as well as 
the Hispanic community at Our Lady of Lourdes, will 
remain. I therefore ask that you continue to pray for me 
so that I can somehow keep a handle on all of these 
tasks and carry them out well. Thank you!  – Fr. Jerabek 

 
“Catholic Vocabulary” should return next week! 


