
St. Barnabas Catholic Church 
January 3, 2016 — The Epiphany of the Lord

 
Sunday Mass 

6:00pm Saturday Vigil 

10:00am Sunday  
 

Daily Mass 

8:30am Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri 

7:00pm Wed (with novena)  

8:30am First Saturday 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 

7:00-8:00am Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri 
 

Confession (Reconciliation/Penance) 

7:15-7:45am Tuesday 

5:00-5:45pm Saturday 

and upon request 
 

Anointing of the Sick 

Speak to a priest to determine if 

now is the right time for this 

sacrament. The Anointing is 

usually preceded by Confession. 

For sacramental emergencies, call 

any time, day or night. 
 

Baptism 

Contact Fr. Jerabek – preferably 

during the pregnancy. 
 

Holy Matrimony 

Contact Fr. Jerabek no less than 

six months in advance to begin 

the preparation process. 
 

Parish Registration 

Speak to an usher or call the office. 

 
 

7921 First Avenue North 
Birmingham, Alabama 35206 

 

http://barnabascatholic.com 
 

church@barnabascatholic.com 
 

205-833-0334 
 

Office Hours: Monday to Friday, 9:00am to 1:00pm 
 

Father Bryan W. Jerabek, J.C.L. 

Pastor 
 

Monsignor Eugene O’Connor, Pastor Emeritus 
Father José Luis Guevara, Priest in Residence 

 

Ms. Alice Carter, Parish Secretary 
Mr. David Renda, Pastoral Care 

Mr. Steve O’Donnell, Maintenance 
Ms. Sandra Hudecz, Housekeeper 

Mr. Tim Tipton & Mr. Frederick Pollman, Organists 
 

St. Barnabas Catholic School (K4-8) 
Mr. John Parker, Principal 

205-836-5385 –  http://stbcsbhm.org 



The Epiphany of the Lord – January 3, 2016 – They opened their treasures. 
 

 
Parish Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday 1/2  Jean Faust+ 
Sunday 1/3  Flower Memorial 
Monday 1/4  Special Intention (C.R.) 
Tuesday 1/5  Mike Dolan+ 
Wednesday 1/6 Christmas Flower Memorial 
Thursday 1/7 School Mass    Lori Braner+ 
Friday 1/8  * 
Saturday 1/9  * 
 

 
Monsignor O’Connor’s Mass Intentions  
 

Saturday 1/2  Fr. Don Forsythe+ 
Sunday 1/3  Jean Faust+ 
Monday 1/4  Jr. Nguyen 
Tuesday 1/5  Betsy Veigl+ 
Wednesday 1/6 Andrea Antonio+ 
Thursday 1/7  Special Intention (P.R.) 
Friday 1/8  Sebastian & Miriam Anderson 
Saturday 1/9  Florence Wheeler+ 
 

 
Offertory Collection – December 26/27, 2015 
 

Regular Offertory  $  2,242.00 
Maintenance Fund  $     332.25 
Benevolent Fund  $         0.00 
Food Pantry   $       50.00 
Christmas   $  3,797.00 
 

 
Scripture Readings for Next Sunday – 1/10/16 
 

1st Reading: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 
Responsorial: Isaiah 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 
2nd Reading: Acts: 10:34-38 
Gospel: Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 
 

 
Vocation Crucifix Apostolate 
 

The vocation crucifix and prayer will remain 
with Mr. & Mrs. Bill Martin (Saturday) and Mr. 
& Mrs. Tom Smith (Sunday). Please return next 
weekend, January 9/10. 

ALTAR/CHURCH Mary Jean Romano  
ALTAR LINENS  Jean Rankin 
PANTRY   Tom & Margo Lemonis 
 

 
Sanctuary Lamp – 1/4 to 1/10/16 
 

For Keegan Dailey by David Renda 
 

 
Pray for the Sick 
 

Please pray for: Anne Lorino, Fr. Henry Thorsen, 
Theresa Smith, Spencer Snyder, Rosemary 
Gagliano, Thomas (Joe) Faucett, Deborah 
Muffley, Virginia McGrew, Gertrude Sanders, 
Ann Loring, Mr. & Mrs. James E. Jacobson, Pat 
McQueen, Jeanne Wright, Leslie Walters, 
Frances Humphrey, Audrey Benson (Ireland), 
Cesarea Villanueva, and all those listed in our 
Long Term Care Book. You are welcome to add 
names to this book, which is located by the St. 
Joseph statue in the church. Please call the 
office to add names to this list.  
 

 
Christmas Flowers Envelopes/MASSES 

Change to Schedule for Third Mass  
 

Father Jerabek will offer one more Mass during 
the Christmas season for the names listed on 
the flower offering envelopes: 7:00pm Mass on 
Wednesday, January 6 (note the change of 
date/time!). The first Mass was offered on 
Christmas day and the second on Sunday, Jan. 
3. Thank you for your generous support! 
 

 
School Roof Repair/Replacement Update 
 

The inclement weather this past week greatly 

hindered progress. However, additional work 

was done to prepare for some adjustments to 

the HVAC system – including removing a gas 

line from the roof – and all electrical work was 

completed. Let us pray for drier weather!  



NEW! St. Barnabas School – Classes Resume 
 

Students return and classes resume on 
Monday, January 4. We welcome back (and 
pray for) all students, teachers, and staff! 
 
 

NEW! Thank You from Father Jerabek 
 

Thank you to all those who gave me Christmas 
greetings and gifts! I have been praying for all 
in a special way during the Christmas season 
Masses. I also appreciate your prayers for my 
safe travels last week as I visited my family. 
 
 
Birmingham March for Life 
 

The annual Birmingham March for Life will be 
held on Saturday, January 16, 2016 at 10:45am. 
It will take place at Brother Bryan Park, located 
at the corner of 22nd Street South and 10th 
Avenue South (near Five Points). The Respect 
Life Mass will be earlier that same morning, at 
9:00am in the Cathedral of St. Paul, 2120 3rd 
Avenue North, Birmingham. For more info, 
please visit BirminghamMarchforLife.com or 
call 205-705-9158. 
 

 

Offertory Envelopes 
 

Offertory envelopes for 2016 are available in 
the back of the church. If you would like a set 
but do not find one with your name on it, 
please call Alice in the church office at 205-833-
0334 and she will prepare a set for you.  
 
 
Annual Stewardship Statements 
 

Those who donated to the parish using 
offertory envelope or loose check during 2015 
will receive a statement of their annual giving. 
These will be left on the table in the back of the 
church sometime early in January. Those 
statements that are unclaimed after two weeks 
will be held in the office and will be available 
upon request.  

NEW! The End of Christmas 
 

There are various traditions for how long 
Christmas lasts – from 12 days (through the 
Feast of the Epiphany, which traditionally is on 
January 6, though in this country it is 
transferred to Sunday); to the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord (this year, January 10); to a 
full 40 days, until the Feast of the Presentation 
of the Lord (February 2 – this is what is still 
done in the Vatican). Bottom line: if your 
decorations are still up, leave them up for a 
little while longer! If they’re not up anymore, 
consider leaving them up longer next year. It is 
important that we live our faith in a visible 
manner and share our Christmas joy with our 
families and neighbors. Merry Christmas! 
 

 
 

CATHOLIC VOCABULARY 
 

This Week’s Term:  DALMATIC 
 

The dalmatic is the proper garment for a 
deacon to wear when assisting at Mass. The 
word “dalmatic” comes from Dalmatia (a 
region that is part of the European country 
now known as Croatia); apparently in that 
region a similar garment was worn, which 
came to be adopted for Church use also. It is 
similar to the chasuble worn by priests except 
that the sides are sewn closed in such a way 
that it has sleeves. For a long time in our 
country in the recent past, it was rather 
uncommon to see deacons wearing dalmatics; 
often they would wear only a stole (worn at an 
angle, over the left shoulder). Happily, this 
liturgical abuse has been gradually 
disappearing and it is now more common to 
see deacons dressed properly for their 
liturgical role. Bishops are also to wear 
dalmatics on certain occasions, such as when 
they ordain new priests and deacons; they 
wear it under the chasuble. In that way, 
wearing the vestments of both deacon and 
priest, it shows that they possess the fullness 
of the Sacrament of Holy Orders.      



The Jubilee Year of Mercy 
 

As you know, Pope Francis has asked that the 
period from Dec. 8, 2015 to Nov. 22, 2016 be 
observed as an extraordinary Jubilee Year of 
Mercy. This is a time of special graces for all in 
the Church, so that we can all find peace with 
God and each other. We will be learning more 
about this Jubilee year in the coming weeks. 
For now, here is a list of 40 merciful things that 
we can all do this year, taken from an article on 
a popular Catholic web site (adapted): 

Father Jerabek Away 
 

I will be away from January 7 to 22, to visit 
friends in Europe and attend an event at my 
alma mater (for Canon Law), the Pontifical 
College of the Holy Cross in Rome. During that 
time all Masses at St. Barnabas and Holy Rosary 
will be covered. The only schedule change is 
that there will be no Tuesday 7:00am 
confessions on 1/12 and 1/19. Thank you for 
your prayers for safe travels, and know of my 
prayers for you at the holy places!   – Fr. Jerabek 

1) Go to confession – especially if it has been a while! If you are nervous or afraid, ask the priest for help – he will 
be happy that you are there and will assist gladly. 2) Pare down possessions: share your things with the needy. 
3) Call someone who you know is lonely, even if you understand why they’re lonely. Especially if you do. 4) Write a 
letter of forgiveness to someone. 5) Learn to say this prayer: “Dear Lord, bless [annoying person’s name] and have 
mercy on me!” 6) Plan a mini-pilgrimage to a local shrine; make an effort along the way to live the corporal work of 
mercy of “welcoming the stranger” as Christ. 7) Do something kind and helpful for someone who you don’t get along 
with, or who has wronged you. 8) Have Masses said for the living: friends and family members, even strangers you 
read/hear about, who are having a hard time. 9) If you didn’t mean to be a pain in the neck to someone, admit that 
you were and ask the person to forgive you. 10) Carry around $5 McDonald’s gift cards for the homeless. 11) Take 
time in prayer to contemplate the good qualities of someone who is difficult for you. Do the same for each member 
of your family. 12) Send a card, flowers, gift, or note to someone on the six-month anniversary of his or her loved 
one’s death. By then most people have stopped recognizing their grief. 13) Offer to babysit for a busy mom, so that 
she can go out and have a couple of hours to herself. Or make a meal for the family, to save her some time. 
14) Offer to run an errand (groceries, dry cleaning pick up, dog-walking) for a homebound person. 15) If you’re 
sharing a treat, take the smaller portion. 16) Memorize the 14 corporal and spiritual works of mercy and show your 
children what they mean. 17) Instead of losing patience with someone, try to hear their fear. Ask God for what 
Solomon requested: “an understanding heart.” 18) Offer to drive an elderly person to Mass. 19) Recall a time you 
were not given the benefit of the doubt, and extend one to someone else. 20) Put down the cell phone and really 
listen to someone else. With eye contact. 21) Purchase small toothpastes, soaps, shampoos, socks and feminine 
products/toiletries; donate them to parish outreach, or make gift bags and have them ready to hand out where 
needed. 22) Create a short end-of-day ritual to ask for (and extend) forgiveness with those you live with. “Do not let 
the sun set on your anger” (Ephesians 4:26). 23) Make a point to smile to, greet, or make conversation with 
someone who is not in your everyday circle. 24) Pray a Divine Mercy Chaplet as you are traveling to or from work. 
25) Make a gratitude journal for your spouse and jot down little things he or she does that you’re grateful for. Bite 
your tongue and go write in it (or at least read it) the next time you want to criticize in a moment of frustration. 
26) Respond to provocation with the respect you wish a person would show you. 27) Take a few minutes during the 
week to stop at a church and sit before the Tabernacle, simply to be with Christ, the Merciful. If you cannot do 
that, meditate upon the crucifix. 28) Pray a novena for the good of someone you dislike. 29) Dig out your most 
attractive stationery and hand-write an actual letter to someone, as a means of demonstrating their importance to 
you. 30) When conversations devolve into gossip, help change the subject. 31) Can you play the piano, or any 
instrument? Can you recite poetry? Give free “recitals” to the forgotten people in nursing homes and assisted living 
centers. 32) Visit the graves of your ancestors, or visit a local cemetery and walk around praying a rosary for all the 
souls buried there. 33) Go on retreat. It’s a way to be merciful to yourself and also to the people around you, who 
know you need to go on retreat. If you cannot do that, at least try to make a day or evening of recollection. 34) Keep 
holy cards handy and give them out to people you meet whenever you are inspired to do so. 35) Offer hospitality in 
your home to someone or a group of people you would normally never invite over. 36) If someone you know seems 
to lack faith, share some of yours — tell him or her how Christ has changed your life. 37) Pay the parking or toll fee 
for the person behind you. 38) Pray every day for the souls in Purgatory – pray for your dead. 39) Practice patience 
with the faults of others. 40) Pray for those who believe (wrongly!) that they cannot be forgiven by God.           


